Managing Farm Ponds for
Amphibians and other Wildlife

Trillium Consulting, LLC // \

Enjoy the sights and sounds of Frogs and salamanders are in
summer on the farm. One of trouble. Approximately 1/3 of the
the benefits of rural life is hearing  world's 7,000 species of amphibians are
the frogs calling in the spring. Your threatened with extinction. Chytrid
far'm pond can become a magne'r for' fUﬂgUS IS kl”lng ff‘OgS GC'I"OSS the globe
wildlife. Farm ponds provide and has r'ec_en’rly peen discovered in
drinking water for turkeys and wes*.zm W's‘hwns'g' Jﬁ”gf arm pond can
deer, nesting habitat for ducks, provide much-needed habitat.
breeding habitat for frogs and
salamanders, aquatic insects for
swallows, and hiding places for
turtles, salamanders, and snakes.
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At least ten species of frogs and salamanders make farm ponds their home in
the Driftless Area. Tree frogs, toads, green frogs, spring peepers, chorus frogs,
and Ieopar'd frogs are the most likely occupants.
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Sl i, - — Fish eat tadpoles.
, | i ot «  Don't put fish in the pond.
x Managln ’ i - +  Conserve ephemeral ponds
’ " : = (created by snowmelt and
spring rains) that lack fish.

- Inventory your pond.

-Learn the frogs of Wisconsin:
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Wildlif
| eHabitat/herps.asp?mode=table
i &group=Frogs

-Document your frogs using
Frogwatch:

. https://www.aza.org/frogwatch

High nitrogen and phosphorus levels in the pond reduce
amphibian reproduction and survival. Polluted water
harms livestock.

« Fence out cattle and other grazers.

« Don't let cattle drink from polluted waters.

*  Maintain a 200 meter grass buffer around the pond.
* Plant prairie flowers and grasses in the buffer area.

Good pond design supports more wildlife.

« Dikes can wash out during heavy rains; get professional
engineering help with pond design.

* Create some shallow water near pond edges for
tadpoles, young frogs, turtles, and shorebirds.

«  Soften pond edges with aquatic vegetation.

For more information...

* Creating Frog Friendly

«  Incorporate rock piles, sticks, or logs as resting and L‘Erl?dss‘%%enfc\)/vnidscjv/fiIes/PDF/ .
hiding places for frogs, turtles, snakes, bees, and o /Fr)xhl o 09.40'(;df p
rabbits. .
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Leopard frogs, grassland birds, and some snakes spend
the summer in hay fields. There is high mortality from
mowing if breeding ponds are adjacent to hayfields.

«  Delay mowing until July 15 fo benefit grassland birds.
Unfortunately, frogs and snakes use hayfields spring,
summer, and fall.

«  Drive slow with the mower - start in the middle and mow
to the edges. Some critters may be able o escape.

*  Whensiting a new pond, locate it away from roads and
potential hay fields.
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